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Statement of ambition: 
In seven years’ time, we aim to have encouraged a spread of church 
communities in Britain to formally adopt standards for Low Carbon Christian 
Living.  This means implementing changes in lifestyle practices across the 
community which will markedly reduce carbon footprint.   
 
Our aim is  
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‘Reclaim Christmas’ Launched in Birmingham, England 
After an early morning carol singing session at a recycling centre in Birmingham, 
caught on camera by the local BBC TV crew, the Bishop of Birmingham cycled off 
into the mist with his entourage in the direction of St Philip’s Cathedral.  
 
Around a hundred people attended the cathedral.  The service began with a 
“lament for Creation”, a liturgy which built in themes of repentance and renewal.  
Then we cleared the decks for the “great green give away.” More than 350 
presents had been donated by local parishes: scented candles, unread books, CDs 
and DVDs, arty calendars. In tune with the anti-consumption theme of Operation 
Noah’s Reclaim Christmas campaign, we’d asked people not to buy more this year, 
just simply to look at their possessions and concentrate on excess. We were 
amazed at the high quality of the offerings! And so were passers by, who were 
cajoled into spending a few minutes inside God’s house in the first weekend of 
Advent to enjoy a warm drink and a free gift. “What’s the catch?” many asked. 
“No catch,” came the reply. “Just come in out of the cold for a few minutes.” We 
explained what we were doing to incredulous looks. A group of visiting Muslims 
from Cairo went away with coloured napkins, smiling away and talking of 
wonderful Abrahamic hospitality. Other local people, initially guarded, left after a 
chat, saying: “you know I have lived here fifteen years and I have never been 
inside this place. Isn’t it beautiful?!” 
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