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·  Across the region, children continue to die from causes that can be easily prevented. More than 

40 percent of child deaths were caused by pneumonia (17 percent), malaria (14 percent), or 
diarrhea (10 percent). Under-nutrition is also severe, contributing to nearly half of all under-five 
deaths. 

·  Chronic malnutrition is of a particular concern in this region, with more than 25 million, or 40 
percent of children under five years of age suffering from stunting. 

·  Throughout the region, on average, less than half of schools have adequate water supply and 
sanitation facilities. In many communities, women and girls are burdened with the responsibility 
of collecting water, a household chore that can take up large parts of their day.  

·  With only 5 per cent of the world’s population, Eastern and Southern Africa is home to half the 
world’s population living with HIV. The region continues to be the epicentre of the HIV and AIDS 
epidemic, with 48 percent of the world’s new HIV infections among adults, 55 percent among 
children, and 48 percent of AIDS-related deaths. 

·  Child marriage remains extremely common in the region. About one third of the region’s women 
aged 20 - 24 were married before their 18th birthday. FGM/C is particularly prevalent in Eastern 
Africa; in Somalia, 98 per cent of women have undergone this practice, the highest in the world. 
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·  Sixty percent of children under 12 years of age and 50 percent of adolescents between the 
ages of 13-19 live in poverty. 

·  With 40-50 million indigenous and 150 million Afro-descendants living in the region—close 
to half of which are under 18—millions of children in these communities have lower levels 
of nutrition and limited or non-existent access to basic services. 

·  Nearly 85,000 children die annually as a result of violence in the home; violence affects over 
six million children and adolescents. 

·  The Caribbean has the second highest prevalence of AIDS in the world, after sub-Saharan 
Africa, and has an increasingly adolescent female face. 

·  An estimated 35 million children do not enter any educational program. Region wide, 83 
percent of children reach the fifth grade, and of those students an average of 5.6 percent must 
repeat at least one grade level. Children from poor families are six times less likely to receive 
full primary education compared to wealthy families. 
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In 2012, UNICEF sought to increase the social mobilization of churches and civil society to protect children 
made vulnerable by AIDS. UNICEF established an alliance with Action Medical Cristiana (AMC) and 
Centro Intereclesial de Estudios Teologicos y Sociales (CIEETS), with whom UNICEF published 
textbooks. Specific objectives of the effort included: 1) strengthening the participation of churches and 
faith-based organizations of the Caribbean Coast in the implementation of AIDS pastoral care, and 
promoting and defending the rights of people with HIV and their relatives, with the aim of reducing stigma 
and discrimination; and 2) promoting theological-pastoral reflection on the epidemic of HIV by developing 
textbooks that contributed to prevention, pastoral care of persons affected and reduced stigma and 
discrimination. Church leaders developed pastoral reflection messages on child and adolescent protection, 
prevention of gender-based violence and violence against children, and prevention of drug and alcohol 
consumption that were used for religious activities and broadcasted on local radio.  
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·  A child’s right to health: ‘A promise renewed’ 
·  A child’s right to a supportive and caring family environment 
·  A child’s right to access to justice 
·  A child’s right to early learning 
·  A child’s right to an inclusive quality education 
·  A child’s right to be born free of HIV 
·  A young child’s right to comprehensive well-being 
·  A child’s right to social protection 
·  A child’s right to protection from the risks of disasters: reducing vulnerability 
·  An adolescent’s right to a second decade, a second chance 
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