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Dr He Xiaoxin, ARC, July 2007. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 
This was the second workshop of Daoist monks and nuns at the Taibaishan Tiejia 
Daoist Ecology Temple to discuss how they can better protect the environment in, 
around and through their temples. Many reported on making excellent progress 
since the first workshop in July 2006; several temples have already installed solar 
panels, more have started using eco-friendly incense sticks, and the word had 
spread so that this second workshop was greatly over-subscribed. The workshop 
resulted in several new pledges, on top of the original Qinling Declaration – now 
signed by 18 temples around China. The two most important of these are: firstly 
that the great sage Lao Zi, (said to be the writer of the Daodejing, Daoism’s most 
sacred text) will now be adopted as the Daoist God of Ecological Protection, and 
secondly that all temples will undertake an audit of their environmental impact. 
 

 
 

“A journey of a thousand miles begins at the place where you are standing.” Daodejing. 
 
1.0 Background Information 
 
1.1 The Meeting 
 
The meeting ran from the 2nd to the 3rd of June 2007, taking place after the Inaugural Ceremony to 
open the Taibaishan Tiejia Daoist Ecology Temple. It was held in the Panda House beside the TieJie 



Ecology Daoist Temple, and was co-hosted by the Louguantai Daoist Academy and Daoism research 
centre at the Shaanxi Academy of Social Sciences - with support from ARC, EMF, WWF International 
and the Xian Black River Forest Park. 
 
1.2 The Participants 
 
Fifteen Daoist monks and three Daoist nuns attended, representing 18 temples from Shaanxi, Gansu,  
Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Guandong provinces. At the opening ceremonies there were also six attendees 
from ARC, one from the the Taibaishan National Nature Reserve Administrative Bureau, the Shaanxi 
Daoist Association, and nine from local government departments, including director of the Shaanxi 
Religious Bureau Mr Ba Chunshan and vice president of the Xian City Religious Bureau Mr Yun 
Xiaodong. The whole event was combined with group discussions and four reports presented by 
Professor Fan Guangchun of the Shaanxi Academy of Social Sciences (see Appendix 1), Dr He Xiaoxin 
of ARC, (see Appendix 2), Master Ren Xinzhi of the Louguantai Daoist Academy) and Mr Hu 
Chongde of the Taibaishan National Nature Reserve Administrative Bureau, (see Appendix 3). Ms Ye 
Guangqin – who has an honorary position as deputy governor of the local Zhouzhi province also 
attended the event as special guest.  
 
2.0 The Group Discussions 
 
Group discussions were significantly livelier than the previous workshop. Highlights included: 
 

· Master Ren, abbot of Louguantai, describing how he and his fellow monks had installed solar 
panels onto the roofs of the ancillary buildings of their temple. Although of course the ancient 
temples had been left, the monks had found a way of putting solar panels onto the other 
buildings, so that they did not destroy the sense of historical beauty of the whole complex. He 
also mentioned how his temple harmonised with nearby communities to deal with land use 
management such as sewage treatment etc. 

· A testimony that the nuns in the Ziyanggong Daoist temple of Tiantai (“the terrace of Heaven”) 
County in Zhejiang Province had already applied solar systems to their building and 
eco-friendly incense to their worship. In fact in many cases the nuns tended to be even more 
positive than the monks. 

· An announcement from Jinxianguan temple near Xian that in the 11 months since they attended 
the previous workshop they had applied solar systems to their buildings and also that they had 
started to recycle water for use in their garden for trees and plants. 

· Master Zou of Huashan - the abbot of Jade Spring Temple, and Vice president of Shaanxi 
Daoist Association - saying he now pays more attention to protecting the environment of, and 
around his temple. He had, for example, reduced the number of incense burner to reduce 
pollution caused by incense burning.  

· Master Xu – the abbot of Woyunshan Daoist temple at Mt Woyun in Shaanxi Province - saying 
after the presentation by Dr He that he would set up a lightning rod to protect his wooden 
temple buildings from storm damage and lightning fire.  

· A testimony from some of the temples, which have already made steps to carry out the Qinling 
Declaration that they signed in 2006. For example, all temples in Wuyunshan of Jingbian 
county of Yulin city of Shaanxi province have set up posters around their monasteries with the 
Qinling declaration. 



· Praise of ARC’s work and both the workshops by special guest Ms Ye Guangqin, a well-known 
author and screenwriter in China. She is known for her concerned about the environmental 
protection of the Qinling area. “What you have done is really meaningful for Qinling,” she said. 

 
3.0 The Programme 
 

3.1 Revisiting the Qinling Declaration 
 
First the attendees looked again at the Qinling Declaration, signed by the ten participants who had 
attended the July 2006 workshops – in which they promised:  
 
* to bring ecological education into temples 
* to reduce pollution caused by incense burners etc 
* to use farmed land sustainably. 
* to protect species and forests. 
* to save energy. 
* to protect water resources. 
 
They then agreed a set of points to define what a “Daoist Ecology Temple” actually is. These 
included the formal adoption of Lao Zi as the God of Ecological Protection for China, use of local 
resources to beautify the surrounding landscape, introduction of proper water and sanitation, use of 
energy wisely, use of alternative energy resources including solar panels if appropriate, a 
harmonious relationship with the environment, and a position in the local community as a base of 
education about ecology. (see Appendix 4 for the full agreed list in English and Chinese).  
 
Everybody agreed that this was not just a theoretical definition but also a practical guide for how 
they could protect the environment better. Since July 2006, with the assistance of ARC, at least ten 
temples have set up posters with the Qinling Declaration written on them, reminding their monks, 
nuns and lay followers to carry on the six action points in reality. All attendees agreed that all 
member temples of the “Daoists Temple Alliance on Ecology Education” should set up posters 
with the Qinling declaration, and should pledge to make each of their temples into real Daoist 
Ecology Temples.  
 
3.2 The Future 
 
Many attendants expressed strong concerns about what to do next, and at the end of the workshop 
they agreed a series of detailed action points (see section 4.0, and Appendix 5 in Chinese). As the 
summary indicated, all attendants were very enthusiastic about the future projects and expressed 
the wish and commitment to have more, similar workshops in the near future.  

 
3.3 The Network 
 
The 18 religious participants identified themselves positively as the members of the Daoist Temple 
Alliance on Ecology Education. They compiled and circulated a communication sheet with 
addresses, phone numbers and in some cases email addresses, in order to enhance communication 
between each member to share the experiences and lessons from this whole process.  
 
At the end of the workshop, many abbots (including those of the White Cloud Temple of Lanzhou 



city, the Woyunshan Daoist temple, the Ziyanggong Temple, the Temple of Maoshan) invited ARC 
staff to visit their temples in the near future.  

 
3.4 The Audit 
 
As a key element in the next year’s environmental activities, the participants agreed to carry out an 
audit in each of their 18 temples – and they produced an audit form (see Appendix 6) that they 
could all use, and which in future can easily be applied to other temples. It asks questions about 
sanitation, water, toilets, incense sticks and alternative energy usage – comparing statistics between 
what was happening prior to the Qinling Declaration in July 2006 and what has happened 
afterwards.  

 
4.0 The formal Summary and action points 
 
On June 3, 2007, all Daoist attendees of the second workshop on Daoism and Conservation agreed to 
continue to support the ideas on ecology education advocated in the Qinling Declaration of July 2006, 
and apply them to their own temples. Furthermore, they also reached an agreement to develop a 
detailed ecology education programme for Daoists throughout China. This programme includes:   
 
1. The decision to promote Lao Zi as the Ecology Protection God, to be worshipped at all Daoist 
Ecology temples, and to extend this idea to other Daoist temples and Daoist faith communities all over 
China. 
 
2. Implementing an ecology education programme which includes among other things: 
 

· bringing the idea of Lao Zi as the Ecology Protection God into the design and production of 
Daoist amulets; 

· writing and publishing a Daoist ecology education handbook, as the guidance document for 
each member temple of the Daoist Temple Alliance on Ecology Education, and distributing the 
handbook to neighbouring temples and faith communities; 

  
3. Joining together to buy specially produced eco-friendly incense and wax paper from a particular 
factory, and thus bringing down bulk purchase costs to a level that is manageable for each temple.  
 
4. Using energy saving technology (e.g. solar systems, methane, energy saving stoves, water saving 
valves, energy saving light bulbs etc.) 
 
5. Saving water and also providing water according to its purpose. Recycling water within the temple 
complex where possible, and setting up facilities for sewage treatment including sewage pipes, 
evaporation pools, and Soakaways – which are simple devices intended to disperse storm and surface 
water easily, in remote areas where there is little other drainage. The principle is of a “reverse well” – a 
hole in the ground that loses water rather than collecting it. 
 
6. Building up clean toilets – applying flush toilets if there is appropriate drainage and water source, 
and applying ecological toilet systems if there is no water source. 
 
7. Bringing the land use and management of the temple into the ecology protection planning of the 



wider surrounding area; 
 
The attendants of the workshop also suggested continuing to run the similar workshop on Daoism and 
Conservation in the future, to admit more Daoist temples to become members of the Daoist Temple 
Alliance on Ecology Education with the support of the China Daoist Association. 
 
(See Appendix 5 for the Chinese version of this summary) 
 

 
 



 
Appendix 1  
 

A Discussion on the Theory and Practice of a Daoist Ecology Temple 
 

By: Prof Fan Guangchun, Daoism Research Centre, Shaanxi Academy of Social Science  
 

July 2007 
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“To protect the traditional architecture of Daoist temple by our own hands” 
By Dr He Xiaoxin, ARC 

July 2007 
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Appendix 3 
 

How to obtain mutual benefit between religion activities and nature conservation in 
Taibaishan 

 
Mr. Hu Chongde, Shaanxi Taibaishan National Nature Reserve Administrative Bureau 
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Appendix 4 
 
What is a Daoist Ecology Temple? Creating a definition 
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A Daoist Ecology Temple can be described in six sentences:  
 
1. A temple that has been planned and constructed according to Daoist teaching, with the 
basic religious function of promoting the Daoist faith and which promotes the sage Lao 
Zi as the god of Ecological Protection.  
2. A temple that uses the resources of land, forest, water, and earth, to green and beautify 
its surrounding landscape;  
3. A temple with facilities to protect water sources and sewage treatment with 
regulations on sanitation and fire protection;  
4. A temple that using alternative energy technology and materials to use energy wisely; 
5. A temple that has a harmonious relationship with surrounding environment and 
communities;  
6. A temple that in itself is a base for education about the environment and ecology.  



Appendix 5.1 
 

A Summary in Chinese of the Second Workshop on Daoism and Conservation (see 
Section 4.0 of the English report) 
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Appendix 6.1 Chinese Audit Sheet 
 

Audit sheet for Daoist Ecology Temples (including a survey of present condition) 
See Appendix 6.2 for English version 
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Appendix 6.1 English Audit Sheet 
 

Audit sheet for Daoist Ecology Temples (including a survey of present condition) 
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Note: Before July 2006 means before the first workshop in July 2006, new attendants 
can ignore this time difference.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


