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CEH'’S forest areas are in dan-
ger of illegal logging. The need
for timber for post-tsunami re-
construction has caused the over-
exploitation of dipterocarpaceae
high-quality wood that resulted in the
recent flooding of some parts of Aceh.

This can be seen at Babahrot in South-
west Aceh. This forest area in the Leuser
nature conservation area has been infil-
trated by a number of workers looking for
red meranti (shorea sp.) wood reportedly
to meet the needs for timber for several
reconstruction sites. In the past this was
the location of a forest concessionaire sin-
ce 1979. But in 2000, this timber company
stopped its operations. Today, the urgent
need for wood for reconstruction makes
the lumberjacks start illegal logging.

In view of these indications, Conserva-
tion International (CI) Indonesia and sev-
eral NGOs are launching a drive to save
Aceh’s ecosystem. According to Dr Didy
Wurjanto, Terrestrial Program Director

of CI Indonesia, the effort has yielded a
comprehensive mapping of Aceh. The
Aceh government and the Aceh-Nias Re-
habilitation & Reconstruction Agency
(BRR) have conducted the mapping to
clearly identify the regions designated
for settlements, plantations and forest
exploitation.

In order to lessen the pressure on the
Aceh forests, CIIndonesia in collaboration
with WWF-Indonesia through USAID
support encourages the Timber for Aceh
(TFA) program, a timber-aid program for
post-tsunami Aceh reconstruction. This
particular campaign is carried out at all
levels of the community and the govern-
ment. “The Aceh people are very reli-
gious, so they would always listen to what
the religious clerics say,” said Fachruddin
Mangunjaya of CI Indonesia.

Through religious and cultural ap-
proaches, according to Didy, some Aceh
people start to know environment-
friendly methods of farming. “They
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