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Dear Friends, ladies and Gentlemen,
Good morning.
My name is Yangshihua, from the Chinese Daoist community.

Daoism has a history going back over 2,000 years. Today it
is estimated that 170 million people follow Daoism to some
extent. Daoism is an inspiring force for facilitating the
realisation of the SDGs of Agenda 2030 - especially in the most
populated country in the world, China. In contemporary China,

the quest for something deeper and more significant than just
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consumerist capitalism is drawing millions to seek wisdom in
their ancient traditions. Daoism is increasingly being seen as
a storehouse of such wisdom and, more than this, a way of life

that can give vision and thus hope to millions.
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A key concept in Daoism is the balance of Yin and Yang. They
represent two opposing but complementary forces in the cosmos.
Though the two forces compete with each other, inside each one
is the seed of the other. Without one there would not be the

other, in the same way as there cannot be death without life
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or shadow without light. Only when they are in balance can the
world prosper. This belief shapes how Daoists view development
and climate change. According to this view, the earth is Yin
and the heaven is Yang. When we burn fossil fuels taken from
the earth and emit greenhouse gases, we are transforming Yin
to Yang, thereby disturbing the balance of the cosmos. Global
warming is a consequence of this imbalance and only when it is
corrected can the world prosper. Destroying nature for the sake
of development also causes disruption to the natural balance

of Yin and Yang and should therefore be avoided too.

BB NI & s i & R TR, 1T 2 S Hh Bk A
HEAN S BATAVEA AL R B . RAEEH I CRF4) « “RE
MNBAEMNE £, W ERERW, A TWRAN, “VEL. &
/N, ANRER T T, WO/ T REMIEAD TR, R
THNL, TALE, AT 7

Daoism does not measure prosperity in terms of personal
wealth or material abundance, but rather in the well-being of
the planet and the number of species that co—exist with us

harmoniously. According to the Daoist classic, the Taiping Jing:

“Heaven is our father and earth is our mother. All the species

that live in between heaven and earth are their creations. If
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these species become extinct, then it means our mother and
father are depleted. If our father and mother are depleted, how

can we prosper?”
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This Daoist understanding of “prosperity” puts the
development of humankind alongside the relative well-being of
nature and all other species. But how do we achieve Daoist
prosperity? The “Three Treasures” of Lao Zi cast aclear light
on the path to prosperity. Lao Zi said: have three treasures.

The first is compassion. The second is simplicity and the third

is never putting oneself before the rest of the world.”
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“Others” means not just other people, but also future
generations to come. “With this world view, Daoist teachings
match the very definition of sustainable development as

“development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs” . It is therefore imperative that all Daoists
protect wildlife, the eco—system, water and biodiversity while
society transforms and becomes more prosperous. Because the
notion of the Dao covers all life, not just human existence,
biodiversity is seen as a gift and a manifestation of the wealth
and creativity of the universal Dao. Protecting, treasuring and
also making appropriate use of this diversity is therefore
central to Daoist practice of sustainable development.

g, EAETE!

Thank you. May heaven’ s blessings stay with you.
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Master Yang is the vice secretary general of the China Daoist Association (CDA) and is the
deputy director in charge of CDA' s external affairs. He is the president of the Jiangsu Daoist
Association. As a pioneer of the Daoist Ecological Movement, he was among the first to build a
Daoist Ecological Temple Network now comprising of over 200 Daoist temple members. He
also built a temple complex on Maoshan as the first Center of Excellence for Daoist Ecological
Temples. His story has appeared in The New York Times and ChinaDialogue and the Paper.cn.
He is also a scholar who have published over 200 papers and monographs. He is also the chief
editor of Jiangsu Daoism and Maoshan Daoist Newsletter. (China)



